May 31, 2006

FOR | MVEDI ATE RELEASE

PSC RECOMMENDS NUMBER POOLI NG MEASURES
TO FEDERAL COVMUNI CATI ONS COWM SSI ON

LI NCOLN -- The Nebraska Public Servi ce Commi ssion (PSC)
recommrended to the Federal Communi cations Conmission (FCC) that states
be given del egated authority to inplenment mandatory number pooling to
conserve val uabl e nunberi ng resources.

Nebraska and four other states — M chigan, Mssouri, Oklahona,
and West Virginia — received authority fromthe federal agency in
February to inplenent nunber pooling in blocks of 1,000 tel ephone
nunbers rather than bl ocks of 10,000 nunbers as previously required,
This authority will allow Nebraska to continue to extend the life of
exi sting area codes. The PSC has pushed since 1999 to extend the life
of the 402 area code. Wthout the action, the exhaust date woul d have
been in the second quarter of 2006.

Nunber pooling, which features returning unused bl ocks of 1,000
nunmbers for assignment to tel ephone compani es that need them is one
part of Nebraska's efforts to forestall inplenentation of a third area
code or an overlay in 402. Wstern Nebraska is served by the 308 area
code, which has a |life expectancy of nore than 20 years.

Commi ssi oner Anne Boyl e of Omaha said, “Wth new technol ogy and
ongoi ng conpetition, the 308 20-year exhaust date is no | onger
assured. Oher rural states are seeing an alarming rise in nunber
usage and it can happen here, too.”

In making its reconmendation, the Nebraska PSC noted that the top
100 netropolitan statistical areas were subject to mandatory nunber
pooling. In Nebraska, only the Omha area carries that designation.
The PSC encouraged the FCC to take steps to allow states to nandate



nunber pooling for tel ephone conpanies serving snaller cities and
t owns.

According to the Nebraska PSC, “Tel ephone nunbers are a public
resource not an asset of the conpany to which they were assigned.
Failure to treat tel ephone nunbers as a scarce resource that should be
conserved could |l ead to premature exhaustion of 402 tel ephone
nurbers.”

I mpl ement ation of a new area code is both inconvenient and costly
to consuners, the PSC said. “Thousands-bl ock nunber pooling has been
proven to be an effective method of conserving nunbering resources.”

The Nebraska Public Service Conmi ssion has been working for seven
years to protect the state’s two area codes, Commi ssion Chairman
Lowel I Johnson of North Bend said.

Commi ssi oner Frank Landis of Lincoln said, “The FCC s approval
has streamined the process for five states and it shoul d be nade
available to all states.”

As part of the Conmission’s educational effort to bring all of
the 402 area code into nunber pooling, the Conm ssion hosted a neeting
for representatives of Nebraska tel ephone conpani es and
representatives of the Pooling Adm nistrator. The May 3 neeting drew
21 persons to the Commi ssion Hearing Roomin Lincoln, and another 15
representatives fromthe state’s tel ephone conpani es participated by
tel ephone links. The state’'s three | argest incunbent |ocal telephone
exchange conpanies — Quest, Alltel, and Frontier (Citizens) — already
are included in mandatory nunber pooling plan.

A public hearing is scheduled on this matter, for Thursday, June
1, 2006, at 10:00 a.m in the Conmm ssion Hearing Room Lincoln
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